There was a wound sufficiently large to admit two fingers, just below the knee, on its outer aspect. On making an examination here, the fibula was found to be reduced to fragments, and the tibia was split longitudinally for some distance downwards. There was also a continual oozing of blood, and the anterior tibial was found to be divided. A part of the soft tissues was reduced to a pulp, and under these circumstances it was impossible to save the limb. The thigh was therefore amputated at once in its lower third. A long anterior with a short posterior flap was taken. The vessels were secured with silk ligatures, and the edges of the flaps were retained in apposition by means of wire sutures. One button suture was used with excellent effect, and an indiarubber drainage-tube was passed from one corner of the flaps to the other.
The wound was dressed with strips of lint soaked in camphorated oil.
At the time of operation (5*30 A.M.) the patient's pulse was excellent, but when seen in the afternoon he was suffering considerably from shock, and he was ordered one grain of opium in pill. As 
